Ni ght Beats
By

Austin Barrett



| NT. STACEY' S APARTMENT - M DNI GHT
A cl osed apartnment door. Opens:
A bachel or’s apartnent. We push in revealing:

A sock lays on the floor, a shirt on the couch. A bra,
tossed carel essly, enters view

On the television: A 65 year old with a strong, know ng gaze
reports the evening news. This is WALTER GLUVSHCE, a man who
settled into old age without a second thought.

In the background, light slips out of a barely cracked
bedroom door. Qur destinati on.

Qut of sight behind it - A worman and man nake sex noi ses.
Now entering the dark hallway, things inside reach a clinmax.
Just before we peer in through the crack, the woman cuns.
She stops noaning -

An el derly voice screans in confusion.

The woman screans in reply.

| NT. STACEY' S BEDROOM - CONT

Pushi ng through the crack - Her feet dash into the bathroom
She sl ans the door.

STACEY (Late 20s) junps off the bed and runs to the door.
He, |ike a large puppy, is well-nmeaning but clunmsy in his
actions and intentions.

STACEY
(sotto)
Unm Uh, Ruhhr - Ruhhhhhne.
(Regul ar)
Rene, you want to open up?

Past his |legs and through the bathroom door is -

| NT. STACEY' S BATHROOM - CONT

RENE RUNAVAY, a sweaty 26 year old with wild sex hair
sitting on the toilet, el bows on knees, head in hands. She
| ooks straight down past the floor, full panic attack,
processing whatever it was she just w tnessed.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 2.

St acey continues knocki ng.

STACEY (O S.)
| didn't know this would be so dine
and dash he he he.

She | ooks up and tries to say sonething, anything.

STACEY ( CONT)
Rene? Should | cone in? Rene?

Her confusion turns to w de-eyed frustration.
RENE
. AM USING The toilet. Do you
want nme to get a UTI?

STACEY (0. S.)
A what ?

She sl ouches, pees a little, |ooks to her left, her right.
She squeezes her tenples.

RENE
Were's the toil et paper?

STACEY (O S.)
Oh, under the sink | think

Rene, trying hard to stay on the toilet, opens the sink
cabinet and rips off a piece of TP.

STACEY
Does this nean you' re staying the
night? | have sone strawberry
yogurt in the ice box.

Rene’ s expression suggests she will not be staying.

| NT. UNI TED NATI ONS - DAY

A Russi an del egate gives a speech to a group of Americans.
They all have little earpieces in.

I NT. UNI TED NATI ONS | NTERPRETERS ROOM - SAME

Rene wears headphones and speaks into a m crophone, while
she struggles to get out of a finger trap.

She | ooks through the glass in front of her, down into the
roomw th the del egation

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 3.

RENE
(I'n Russi an)
And now . . . | can speak.
Two del egates stand and shake hands.
Her gaze wanders to a news-crew filmng the neeting.

CO- WORKER (O S.)
Rene, | need help with this phrase.

RENE
Not now.

CO WORKER
My del egates are about to neet.
Just | ook.
Rene’ s CO- WORKER passes her a page. Rene only glances at it.

RENE
There’s no direct transl ation.

Rene tries to get a better view of the newscrew. They're
packi ng up. Does she see d unshoe?

CO- WORKER
So?

RENE
So tell himto shrug. It’s better
than any linguistic translation.
Rene tries to lean forward but is still stuck in the finger
trap. She finally gets a view but the news-crew has |eft.
| NT. STRANGER S BEDROOM - M DNI GHT
Rene is on top of a new one night stand, grinding on him

Her head is turned up and eyes cl osed. Her breathing
qui ckens. She | ooks down into the face of her partner.

As she orgasns, she nmakes certain to maintain eye contact.
Not hi ng happens.
She sl ows and stops, | ooks unsure.

Overl ap SFX: Rene’s heel s clacking on pavenent.



EXT. CITY STREET - M DN GHT - MOVENTS LATER

Rene passes a storefront with a TV playing "The N ght Beat."
She sl ows then pushes past another storefront filled wwth TV
screens all playing Walter @ unshoe.

| NT. RENE' S APARTMENT - EVEN NG

Rene sits on her couch with pen and pad in hand. She
transcri bes, referencing books around her.

Across from her, the tel evision plays.
OS SFX: Phone Ringing

STACEY (Q S.)
Hel | 0?

She continues to transcribe papers until -

"The Night Beat" conmes on. Walter d unshoe gives the stinger
about a woman who clains to have been visited by God.

Rene picks up the renote, poised to change the channel.
RENE (O S.)
(Street traffic in B.G)
Can | cone over?

STACEY (O S.)
Rene? | didn’t expect -

Rene stares at the TV, transfi xed.

RENE (O S.)
Yes or no?

The pi xel ated i mage of Walter G unshoe reporting the news.

STACEY (O S.)
Sure. What tine do -

OS SFX: Phone clicks down.

Rene i s out the door.



| NT. STACEY' S BEDROOM - NI GHT

Rene is riding Stacey. She | ooks close until something
bot hers her.

RENE
Stop playing with your socks.
STACEY
But -
RENE
(sharp)

Turn to your |eft.

They awkwardly shift in different directions.

RENE ( CONT)
Your left. YOUR left.
STACEY
|’ mtrying.

They get in the right direction.

RENE
Sl ower .

They get in sync. She grabs his hand.

RENE ( CONT)
Rub t here. Yeah.

She | ooks down at him He' s making a strange sex face.
She | ooks away - until - she’s cumm ng and she | ooks down -

But Stacey isn't there. Instead, an al arned and naked Wal ter
A unshoe | ays beneath her

Rene takes big, gulping breaths. Her breathing turns into a
smle into |laughter. Tears.

Wal ter d unshoe | ooks around and up. Starts scream ng.
Rene stops orgasm ng and the scream ng di sappears.
Stacey is back, punping away.

Rene junps off and enters the bathroom
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| NT. STACEY' S BATHROOM - CONT

Rene sits, pees, crosses legs in excitenent and
absent m ndedly swi pes froma brand new roll of toilet paper.

STACEY (O S.)
CGotta be quick right? Wuldn’t want
one of those urinary tract
infections . . . Look | don’t
really do one-night stands. So wi ||
you be staying tonight?
Rene gradually works her head into noddi ng yes.
STACEY (O S.)
| ve got fresh beddi ng ready.
Sweet i e?
RENE
YES, okay. GCeez.
| NT./ EXT. STACEY' S BEDROOM - MORNI NG

Stacey wakes up to caress Rene but her side is enpty. He
turns to see her |eaving the apartnent.

Qutsi de, the door closes just in tinme to catch a glinpse of
Stacey’ s di sappoi nt ment .

SFX: A news report from d unshoe begins to play.

| NT. STORES
In Rene’s hand : Sex Positive Book for Longer Femal e Orgasns
In Rene’ s Basket : Condons and Tanpons

In Rene’s Shopping Cart : Toilet Paper . . . then nore.

| NT. STACEY' S BEDROOM - NI GHT
Rene and Stacey having sex. She cuns and yells at 4 unshoe.

RENE
My nane is Rene. RENE. RENE

She quits and gets up. Stacey pops straight up.
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| NT. RENE' S APARTMENT - NI GHT

Rene researches a year book with a photo of young 4 unshoe.
She checks her watch, drops work, changes the channel to
"The Night Beat." She watches d unshoe and rel axes.

| NT. STACEY' S APARTMENT - LATER

Stacey lays in bed, fully clothed. Rene is masturbating
opposite him

He tries to caress her.

RENE
No novi ng.

STACEY
But -

RENE

Shh. Do as you're told.
He quits. She cunms. He doesn’t transform She storns off.
STACEY
Was it nme? | didn't mean to ruin
it.
| NT. RENE' S APARTMENT - EVEN NG

"The Night Beat" is wapping up. Rene rushes in through the
door a ness. She gets to the TV just catching the credits.

RENE
Shit.

| NT. STACEY' S BEDROOM - NI GHT

St acey readi ng a cookbook in bed. Rene pushes himdown. His
| egs spring into the air.

O'S. : Rene orgasns and the scream ng starts.
RENE (O S.)
Walter, tell me ny nane. Do you
remenber? Walter? Don’t | eave!
St ayst ayst ayst ay.

The scream ng continues and then abruptly stops.
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She runs out of the room

| NT. STACEY' S BATHROOM - NI GHT

SHOTS: Rene swiping fromvarious rolls of toilet paper.

| NT. UNI TED NATI ONS' TRANSLATOR BOOTH - DAY

Rene runs in and switches places with another translator.
She pulls out a nmess of papers from her bag and catches up.
| NT. STACEY' S APARTMENT - M DNI GHT

Rene enters and goes straight to the fridge. Eating

| eftovers straight out of their container, she walks to
Stacey, asleep in front of the tv.

Rene gets down to his | evel and watches himbreath. She
grabs his wist and drapes his armaround her. Until she
notices Walter d unshoe on the tv.

She fidgets and Stacey begi ns waki ng up. He opens his eyes
to see:

Rene wat ching "The N ght Beat",.

EXT. NEWS STUDI O - NI GHT
Rene watches the studio’'s entrance from across the street.

d unshoe exits and wal ks down the road as Rene watches. He
doubl es back and crosses the street towards Rene’ s spot.

Rene panics and hides in an alley as G unshoe passes by.

| NT. STACEY' S APARTMENT - EVEN NG
Stacey sits reading a book, "The N ght Beat" on the tv.
Rene wal ks in.
STACEY
There’s dinner in the oven.
Gal antine de poul et.

Rene is pulled towards the tv. She nounts Stacey, taking his
shirt off - eyes still on d unshoe.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED: 9.

STACEY
Not toni ght, honey.

She keeps at it.

STACEY ( CONT)
Maybe | at er

Rene smirks and | aughs.
RENE
The only roomyou' re any good in is
the kitchen. Hurry up, Stacey.

Rene gets up and goes to the bedroom Stacey |ooks at his
book but gets up and trudges to the bed.

SFX: END d unshoe broadcast.

| NT. STACEY' S BEDROOM - CONT
F.G Rene riding Stacey.
B.G d unshoe on the evening news.

Rene | ooks desperate. She gets wild, thrashing about. She
cl oses her eyes and grits her teeth.

She cuns. Pops her eyes open and | ooks down.

A unshoe is there wi de-eyed but not scream ng. He takes a
deep, shuddering breath.

GLUMSHCE
(hoar se whi sper)
Sonething’s wong. |’mup high,
travel ling through clouds. | know
now. I amgoing to die.

Rene recoils, shocked. She curls up on the floor. Leans
agai nst the bed for support. Stacey runs down to her and
tries to understand what’s happeni ng.

STACEY (O S.)
Rene? Rene?
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10.

| NT. STACEY' S APARTMENT - EVEN NG
The back of Rene’s head. She’s putting on nmakeup.

STACEY (O. S.)
Rene?

Stacey stands nearby, struggling with a tie. Alarge mrror
reflects Rene applying makeup.

RENE
Uh huh.
STACEY
You' re not |istening.
RENE
| was
STACEY
So?
RENE
Uh, yeah sounds good.
STACEY
Oh, c’nmon! Way can’t you just talk
to nme?
RENE
| amtal king. Wat does it | ook
like?
STACEY
Talk to ne. Not at ne.
RENE
Quit being so demandi ng. |’ m busy
ri ght now.
STACEY
You' re putting on nmakeup.
RENE
You' re the one who wanted to go
out .
STACEY

Because that’s what people do in a
serious relationship.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 11.

RENE
| practically spend all ny tine
wi th you al ready.

STACEY
You’ ve never stuck around to
snuggl e.

RENE

| " m not your therapist.

STACEY
And |"mnot a, uhm you know. Look,
| wanted to treat you. W’ re dating
right, so let’s act like it.

The canera pans to Rene’'s face, filling the frame. Mich
cl oser to us now then she appeared in the mrror. Stacey
vani shes, Rene smrks.

RENE
| act like it every day.

She braces, waiting. Continues applying makeup. Looks up.
Starts tal ki ng back, no sound.

The sound of waves crashes in.

EXT. BAR ON THE PIER - N GHT

At the end of the pier, above the crashing waves, a bar with
[ight shining fromits windows illum nates the sil houette of
Rene openi ng the door. Sound pours out.

| NT. BAR - CONTI NUOUS

Rene enters the nautical -thened bar, passing by sone sad
saps and a rowdy gang of nen | aughing at one of their own.

She keeps searching the bar until she stops dead in her
tracks. She of course sees Walter G unshoe, although we have
no i dea what she’s | ooking at.

She staggers backwards and | ands on a stool.

BARTENDER (O. S.)
What can | get for you, m ss?

RENE
Vodka soda.

She swivels in her chair to neet the bartender’s eyes.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 12.

RENE
aiffl!

BARTENDER
|’ m sorry, have we net before?

He puts the drink in front of her as a shaneful smle grows
on his face. Rene realizes and smles too.

RENE
Ch, diff.

CLI FF (30s) the nuscul ar and handsonme bartender smles |arge
and bright. They | augh together.

CLI FF
Real |y had you going there, Mss
Runaway .

RENE

You shouldn’t be so proud of
breaking a girl’s heart in two.

CLI FF
Me? | alnobst didn’t recogni ze you
Fi gured you were the newest weck
to wash up.

RENE
Has it been that |ong?

Cliff smles. Nods his head up and down.

RENE
Do you hate ne?

diff shakes his head no.

RENE
|’mglad you' re still here, diff.
CLI FF
| can’t |leave this place. Were
woul d I go? Anyways, | figured one
of these guys finally got the best
of you.
RENE
Don’t be an idiot.
CLI FF
Don’t worry, | know you' re the

gueen here. Do | know the guy?

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 13.

RENE
Doesn’t matter. He couldn’t speak
nmy | anguage so | ended it.

She | ooks over her shoul der.

RENE ( CONT)
You think | still got it?
CLI FF

Not hi ng ever changes in this place.
They both share a chuckle at that as --

A burst of |aughter fromthe rowly group and Rene notices
the man fromearlier that everyone was | aughing at now | ooks
hum | i ated and rushes out.

Ciff gestures down the bar at a patron.

CLI FF ( CONT.)
Sorry, but I wouldn’t want to m ss
heari ng another one of Carnella’ s
grand tragedi es.

He grabs the $20 and | eaves Rene. She smiles into her glass
and just as the jukebox changes she turns to face:

A unshoe sitting in a dark corner, here at her bar

She stands and wal ks to him expecting he m ght disappear at
any nonent. She reaches the table but he doesn’t | ook up.

RENE
Val ter d unshoe?

GLUMSHOE
In the flesh. Watya want?

RENE
Can | buy you a drink?

He raises his whiskey into the air.

GLUMSHOE
Al ready spoken for.
RENE
| called your office -
GLUMSHOE
Ch, you nust be the translator from

t he UN.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED

He grabs Rene’s wist and turns it.

A unshoe finally | ooks at her

GLUVSHCE ( CONT. )
Take a seat.

RENE
| was hoping we could tal k.

GLUMSHCE
My secretary filled ne in.
Sonet hi ng spi cy about the Mdscow
conf er ences.

RENE
Vel |

GLUMSHCE
You woul dn’t be the same girl who
tried to convince ny secretary that
| needed a translator on staff?

RENE
| just wanted to talKk.

GLUMNSHOE
Wiy do that when there’s so many
fun things we could do? Talk is
cheap.

RENE
| don’t think so. | watch you every
ni ght .
GLUMSHCE
So you' re sone kind of fan.
RENE
You recogni ze ne?
GLUMSHCE
Should 17?
RENE
No, you're right. I'’msorry.
GLUMSHCE

Don’t apol ogi ze, but I amright.

RENE
| know.

14.

Looks at her watch.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 15.

GLUMSHCE
There’s enough tinme before ny
redeye. Let’s get out of here and -

RENE
You're . . . getting on a plane?

GLUMSHOE
You nust be a fan, you' re exactly
our denogr aphi c.

RENE
They’ re not safe.

A unshoe stands to put on his coat.

GLUMSHCE RENE
| know, one nearly tackled - Airplanes, airplanes
me when - Don’t intterupt. aren’t safe.
GLUMSHCE
You know, ny flight isn't the only
thing that will lift off. Be good

and | eave the drink.
She pull s hi m back.

RENE
Let’ s stay here.

GLUVSHCE
| don't think this is that kind of
est abl i shnent .

RENE
Can’t you mss your flight?
GLUMSHCE
| hate to disappoint ny fans. O ny
ratings.
RENE

This doesn’t have to be just
tonight. Don’t you want sonething
nore | asting, soneone to take care

of you?

GLUMSHOE RENE
Trust nme, it’s all - | never want to turn you
fleeting. Nothing |asts off. - You re the one who's
and nobody wants - Quit al ways | eavi ng ne.

i nterrupting.

( CONTI NUED)
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GLUVSHOE ( CONT. )
Yeah, sounds good. Let’'s go back to
ny place and talk it over.

RENE
Look, | can do that with any guy
here that | want -

GLUVSHCE

Good for you, shake a |egqg.
RENE

No, but, listen can't we -
GLUVSHCE

Listen? |’ mthe one who does al

t he tal king.

Rene is starting to stutter.

RENE
| know and | | ove that about us but
don’t you think we have sonething
here? You know ne, Walter. | feel -

Wal ter d unshoe bursts out |aughing at Rene.

RENE
No, no, no. Walter I'msorry, take
me wherever you want.

VWALTER
You couldn’t convince ne to go
anywhere with you if you had a
whol e prinme spot.

RENE
Listen to me -

GLUMSHCE
| f you want soneone to listen then
talk to that guy -

He points over at diff who is | ooks Iike he’s having the
greatest tinme talking to Carnell a.

GLUMSHCE ( CONT.)
because that’s what you pay himto
do. And I'mpaid to talk. To tel
you what’s what and make you fee
happy with your lot in life. And
that’s just the way it is. There is
no conversation. You know what, |

( MORE)
( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED: 17.

GLUMSHCE (CONT.) (cont’d)
do recogni ze you. You' re one of
t hose peopl e that think just
because you see ne every night in
your living room that |’ m your
best friend and you' re not al one.
could never hurt you. Do you know
what you really need? A good
host age.

On Rene: Fighting tears. She says, "That’s not true" but
there’s no sound.

She tries to break in, then accepts it.

GLUMSHCE (V. Q)
A good friend. That’'s what |’ ve
always tried to be. Soneone to
gui de the way in the darkness. And
| hope, even after today, | can
continue to be that for all of you
out there. Thank you.

NEWS ANCHOR 1 (O S.)
Those words delivered just weeks
ago before his fatal heart attack
on a flight to the Moscow
Conference. Walter d unshoe |ived
an amazi ng 67 years and al t hough he
left behind no famly he will be
m ssed by all of us in the studio
as well as you at honme. Goodni ght.

I NT. RENE' S APARTMENT - NI GHT

Rene’s tv plays the end stinger of the nightly news. It
turns off.

Reverse: Rene, a different night than the bar, but she’s
just as distraught.

Reverse: The blank tv. Enpty.
Cl oser: Her reflection.
She covers her eyes and when she opens them she sees:

Her house conpletely enpty except for the table and chair
from"The N ght Beat." A beamillum nates the enpty chair.

Rene cries uncontroll ably and her body shakes.
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She grabs around herself until she gets sonething to w pe
away the tears. She | ooks at what she is holding. A roll of
toil et paper.

EXT. ATY - N GAT

Rene runs,

scranbl es,

races,

across the streets and puddl es and buil di ngs.

As though her life depends on it.

EXT. STACEY' S APARTMENT - NI GHT

Rene is gasping for breath outside of Stacey’ s door. She
prepares to knock, to yell for Stacey, but she cannot do it.

Rene rests her head on the door.

RENE
Stacey, let me in. | want you back

She starts bangi ng on the door.

RENE
Cone to the door. Wat, are you not
man enough?

STACEY (O S.)
Sane ol d Rene.

Stacey enters fromthe end of the hallway, returning from
the grocery store.

RENE
Stacey, | cane to see you

STACEY
Leave ne alone. It’'s over.

RENE
You can take it back. You didn't
mean what you sai d.

STACEY
VWhat does it natter when we never
had a real relationship to begin
W t h.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 19.

RENE
W'l start a new one.
STACEY
What will change? | don’t know. |

know so little about you I can’t
even think of a way to hurt you.

Rene hands hima piece of toilet paper with witing.

RENE
This is nmy home address. And ny
phone nunmber and work phone. And if
you want it |I'll give you a key to
ny apartnent.

STACEY
| could have the key to your diary
but it wouldn’'t matter if nothing
was witten in it.

He unl ocks the door.
RENE

There’s all these things stuck
inside but | can’t find the words

tolet themout. 1’1l pick up when
you call. I'll open the door when
you knock.

STACEY
And then you' Il |eave the nonent
you get what you want. | think it’s
time | took a page out of your
enpty book.

He steps inside the apartnent and starts to cl ose the door.

RENE

(stuttering)
Let ne at least try. There's only
one way | know how to explain how
feel. But you'll laugh at ne and
think I’mridicul ous but maybe
that’ s okay because it’s you and I
can’t do it al one.

The door opens.
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| NT. STACEY' S APARTMENT - CONTI NUOUS

Rene | ooks down at a paper she is holding. She begins to
stutter, falter, halt. She tries again.

Pul | Back: Rene is seated behind a coffee table, head in
front of the tv. She’s acting |ike a news anchor. Stacey
sits in front of her, listening.

She struggles to keep talking and | ooks up at him Stacey
reaches across the table for Rene’s hand. She reaches back.

We nmove out the open door. It closes.

FADE TO RED



